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Summary of findings 

The jacket in the Tropenmuseum collection is a staatsiejasje, which Acehnese chiefs who had signed 
their loyalty to the Dutch government were stipulated to wear. It was worn by one of the highest-
ranking leaders in Aceh, as the gold braid piping and gilded buttons indicate. The coat was donated 
or sold by Teuku Raja Sulaiman, Teuku Umar’s son, to Willem Stammeshaus in 1930. According to 
Teuku Raja Sulaiman, the coat belonged to his father, but no solid proof has been found for this. 
Photographs of Teuku Umar show him wearing jackets with a v-shaped emblem on the sleeves, 
which differs from the emblem on this jacket. If the jacket belonged to Teuku Umar, it can be dated 
to the period when he had an allegiance with the Dutch (off-and-on between 1884-1893, but most 
likely 1893-1896). Teuku Umar (1854-1899) was one of the most important resistance leaders during 
the Aceh War. He is a national hero of Indonesia. If the coat indeed belonged to Teuku Umar, it was 
worn by him when he was in service of the Dutch government as a military ally, and most likely in 
the period 1893-1896. Willem Stammeshaus (1881-1957) was a civil administrator, working for the 
colonial administration in various places in Aceh. He was also the curator of the Aceh Museum in 
Banda Aceh, which was founded in 1915 and largely furnished with his collection.  
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Reconstruction provenance 

1884/1896-1899 

 Teuku Umar (possibly) 

Information Teuku Raja Sulaiman, mentioned in memoirs F.W. Stammeshaus volume 12, 60. 
Stammeshaus archives, Stammeshaus family collection. 

[no date] -1930 

Teuku Raja Sulaiman 

Memoirs F.W. Stammeshaus volume 12, 60. Stammeshaus archives, Stammeshaus family collection. 

1930-1931  

Willem Stammeshaus 

Memoirs F.W. Stammeshaus volume 12, 60. Stammeshaus archives, Stammeshaus family collection. 

1931-present 

Koloniaal Instituut (today NMVW Tropenmuseum)  

Tropenmuseum, inventory card TM-674-722, digitised in TMS. 

Letter J.C. van Eerde, director Ethnology department of the Colonial Institute to F.W. Stammeshaus, 21 
January 1930. NL-HaNA, Koninklijk Instituut voor de Tropen, 2.20.69, inv.no. 4396. 
 

Introduction and context 

This jacket was acquired as having belonged to Teuku Umar (1854-1899), the famous resistance 
leader of Aceh, and for decades considered to be the main adversary of the Dutch. He came from a 
lower-ranking noble (uleebalang) family that was indirectly related to the sultan’s house of Aceh. 
Between 1884 and 1896, Teuku Umar alternately was an ally of the Dutch forces and their enemy.1 
In 1893 he was put in command of a legion of soldiers fighting with the KNIL (The Netherlands East 
Indies Army). In 1896 he turned (again) against the Dutch, leading to years of chasing him and, 
eventually, his killing in 1899. 
 
In the colonial period, objects that belonged to Teuku Umar were much sought after by museums 
and private collectors. It was a matter of pride and prestige to own objects that were attributed to 
him. Therefore, there are quite a few of these items present in the museums in the Netherlands. In 
the collections of the National Museum of World Cultures, thus far eleven objects have been 
described as originating from Teuku Umar. Other museums in the Netherlands, like the 
Wereldmuseum and Museum Bronbeek, also own objects that belonged to Teuku Umar.2 It is not 
certain that all of these items really belonged to Teuku Umar, because donors and sellers may have 
had reasons to attribute objects to Teuku Umar to enhance their value, while in reality this may not 
have been the case. Some Teuku Umar objects in Dutch museum collections were looted; some are 
purchases or gifts from Teuku Umar or his relatives. 

                                                 
1 Jajang A. Rohmana, “Colonial Informants and the Acehnese-Dutch War,” Indonesia and the Malay World 49, no. 143 (2021): 63–81, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13639811.2021.1855022. 
2 For a provisional list of Teuku Umar objects in public collections in the Netherlands, see bijlage A in: Caroline A. Drieënhuizen, “Koloniale 
collecties, Nederlands aanzien: de Europese elite van Nederlands-Indië belicht door haar verzamelingen, 1811-1957” (PhD thesis, 
Amsterdam, University of Amsterdam, 2012). 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13639811.2021.1855022
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The jacket was part of the private collection of Friedrich Wilhelm (Willem) Stammeshaus. A total of 
2,144 objects from the Stammeshaus collection are now part of the collection of the National 
Museum of World Cultures. It is the largest collection of Acehnese artefacts in the Netherlands. In 
addition, there are 29 specimens (shells) in the collections of Naturalis Biodiversity Centre and three 
objects in Museum Bronbeek. A number of objects are still in possession of the Stammeshaus family. 
 
 
Object information 

Jacket made from broadcloth (laken). It has a stand-up collar decorated with gold brocade 
passementerie. A emblem in gold brocade and sequins is sewn along the edges of the sleeves. The 
edges along the front and the lower seams of the jacket are embroidered with a gold braid piping. It 
has three pockets; the sleeves are lined with cotton in off-white with red stripes, and the remaining 
with the black broadcloth. Originally the colour of the jacket was black, but due to time the colour 
has faded to a very dark green. 
 
The jacket is in Dutch style. The style shows resemblance to the Atjeh-jas (Aceh coat), a simple 
broadcloth jacket with five brass buttons and a stand-up collar that was worn by officers of the KNIL 
in Aceh. Broadcloth nigh-neck coats were also part of the costumes of the civil administration.3 Only 
the Atjeh-jassen of the highest-ranking officers featured embellishments like the gold braid 
(goudgalon) and gold brocade on this jacket.4 The jacket closes with five gilded buttons. These are 
so-called W-buttons (W-knopen) featuring, in relief, the crown of the coat of arms of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands and the letter W for King Willem III (r. 1849-1890). Curators of the Tropenmuseum 
assumed that Teuku Umar wore this jacket during the period he collaborated with the Dutch.  
 

 
 
One of the buttons of the coat, featuring the letter W 
and the coat of arms of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. Photo: Collection National Museum of 
World Cultures, inv. no. TM-674-722.  
 
It is likely that Teuku Umar ordered the coat from Reichler & Co., a retailer of European goods in 
Banda Aceh. In 1896 it was reported that Teuku Umar had ordered 150 coats with golden collars to 

                                                 
3 “Overzeese rijksdelen,” Collectie Lohnstein: Dutch military, civil official’s and colonial police dress,  
http://www.ambtskostuums.nl/frameset.htm  
4 Memoirs F.W. Stammeshaus volume 12, 60. Stammeshaus archives, Stammeshaus family collection. See also Klein Nagelvoort, Toean 
Stammeshaus, 203. 

http://www.ambtskostuums.nl/frameset.htm
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be made (had doen vervaardigen) by this firm to bestow honour on the corps of panglima 
(commanding forces) fighting with him.5 
 
Jackets based on the Atjeh-jas came in two types. The first type was a plain jacket. Part of the 
customary dress for nobility and chiefs was a plain broadcloth jacket in Dutch-style and derived from 
the Atjeh-jas. Following colonisation, the clothing style for the upper classes in Aceh came under 
European influence. Navy officer Johannes Adrianus Kruyt (1841-1928), who was in Aceh in the years 
1873 to 1875, already observed that men from the upper classes wore jackets in European style.6 In 
1888, civil administrator Karel Frederik Hendrik van Langen (1848-1915) wrote that “generally the 
chiefs and respectable people now ever more are following European dress.”7 The second type was 
referred to in Dutch as staatsiejasje (official coat or gala coat) or ambtsjasje (official’s coat), and had 
a similar model but also embellishments of gold brocade or gold braid. The Dutch government 
ordained the Acehnese chiefs (inlandse hoofden) who had signed a declaration of loyalty to the 
Dutch to wear this jacket, especially at official meetings with Dutch representatives. The dress 
regulations were stipulated in a Reglement van ceremonieel en eerbewijzen (Regulations for 
ceremony and commendation), specific to each region. From the photographic evidence it is clear 
that there was not one uniform style for the ambtsjasje, but rather that Acehnese leaders had them 
made in different individualised styles. Furthermore, the embellishments showed their rank, 
mirroring the uniforms worn by KNIL officers and Dutch administrators. For instance, studio 
photographs of the last Sultan of Aceh, Alauddin Muhammad Daud Syah II, commissioned after his 
surrender to the Dutch in 1903, depict him wearing a gala coat with gold braid piping, while the 
“guards” accompanying him wear plain jackets.8 The emblems on the sleeves of the sultan’s jacket 
are similar to those of a lieutenant colonel of the KNIL,9 or a civil governor,10 placing him 
symbolically on the same rank. 
 
So, only the highest-ranking Acehnese chiefs were allowed to wear gold braid piping and gilded 
buttons, as featuring on the jacket in the collection of the Tropenmuseum. The use of such 
embellishments, which were only worn by the highest ranks of the KNIL, would symbolically place 
these chiefs on par with the highest colonial (military) authorities in Aceh. The emblems on the 
sleeves of jacket TM-674-722, however, are difficult to relate to those on KNIL uniforms. They may 
relate to a lesser known KNIL uniform, to the uniforms of the civil administration or perhaps they are 
a personal addition. 
 

                                                 
5 NL-HaNA, Inventaris van het Ministerie van Koloniën 2.10.02/6239. Geheim Verbaal 8 augustus 1896 N14, Indisch Depêche 14 april 1896 
33/1, Proces Verbaal van verhoor van hoofddjaksa Mohamad Arif. 
https://www.nationaalarchief.nl/onderzoeken/archief/2.10.02/invnr/6239/file/NL-HaNA_2.10.02_6239_0665  
6 J.A Kruyt, Atjeh en de Atjehers: twee jaren blokkade op Sumatra’s Noord-Oost-Kust (Leiden: Gualth. Kolff, 1877), 21. 
7 K.F.H. van Langen, “Atjeh’s westkust met daarbij behoorende kaart,” Tijdschrift van het Nederlandsch Aardrijkskundig Genootschap, 
1888, 447. 
8 Wikipedia. 2021. “Alauddin Muhammad Da'ud Syah II.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alauddin_Muhammad_Da%27ud_Syah_II  and 
studio portrait of Sultan Alauddin Muhammad Daud Syah II, Banda Aceh, 1903. Collection National Museum of World Cultures 
(Tropenmuseum) inv. no. TM-60041820. https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.11840/224913  
9 For the attila worn by a Lieutenant Colonel of the General Staff, see https://www.nmm.nl/zoeken-in-de-collectie/detail/430059/ 
10 “Overzeese rijksdelen/dienstkostuum BB 1929,” Collectie Lohnstein: Dutch military, civil official’s and colonial police dress, 
http://www.ambtskostuums.nl/frameset.htm 

https://www.nationaalarchief.nl/onderzoeken/archief/2.10.02/invnr/6239/file/NL-HaNA_2.10.02_6239_0665
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alauddin_Muhammad_Da%2527ud_Syah_II
https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.11840/224913
https://www.nmm.nl/zoeken-in-de-collectie/detail/430059/
http://www.ambtskostuums.nl/frameset.htm
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Group portrait of chiefs and officials (“inlandse hoofden”) working with the Dutch and controleur J.B. Leon, Banda Aceh, 
1892. (Photo: Collection Leiden University Library, inv. no. KITLV 4904). http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:786165 
 
 
Provenance report 

Friedrich Wilhelm (Willem) Stammeshaus (1881-1957) was born in 1881 in Sigli, Aceh as the son of a 
KNIL medical officer from Prussia and a peranakan (Chinese-Indonesian) mother from Java. During 
his career as a non-commissioned officer (onderofficier) in the KNIL and, later on, as a civil 
administrator, Stammeshaus assembled a large collection of Acehnese objects. The first objects of 
Stammeshaus’s collection were looted from villages in the Batak, Gayo, and Alas areas.11 His military 
career turned out to be a great disappointment, and Willem Stammeshaus detested the violence 
and the killing. In 1909, he managed to make a career change to the civil administration, first as 
clerk, then moving up to work as assistant district officer and district officer (controleur) in various 
regions of Aceh. In those years, he accumulated a large collection of miscellaneous objects. Between 
1915 and 1931, he also fulfilled the position of curator of the Aceh Museum in Koeta Radja (today’s 
Banda Aceh), which was then largely furnished with his collection of Acehnese artefacts.12 In 1931, 
Stammeshaus left for the Netherlands and sold part of his collection, 1,300 items, to the Colonial 
Institute (today’s Tropenmuseum). The agreement included an honorary position for himself; he 
became assistant curator and until he retired in 1946, his job was to sort and document the objects 
he had sold. In these years he also wrote his “memoirs” of Aceh; these are not personal accounts, 
but rather a collection of all the information he gathered.13 
 
  

                                                 
11 John Klein Nagelvoort, Toean Stammeshaus: leven en werken in koloniaal Atjeh (Volendam: LM Publishers, 2019), 28. 
12 The Aceh Museum still exists: the entire collection, including the remains of the Stammeshaus collection, disappeared in WWII. After 
Indonesian independence, the museum was nationalised and the collection rebuilt. https://museum.acehprov.go.id 
13 The Stammeshaus archives, including the memoirs, are in private hands: a part is still in the family, another share is kept by John Klein 
Nagelvoort in Amersfoort. 

http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:786165
https://museum.acehprov.go.id/
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During his time in the civil administration, between 1909 and 1931, Willem Stammeshaus collected 
with the assistance of people in his network, usually members of the Acehnese elite, including 
Islamic leaders, who were addressed with the title teungku, and members of the nobility.14 As a low-
ranking administrator, his budget was small and he was dependent on his network to present him 
with gifts (usually of low financial value) or historical items that they had found in ruins or 
underground. It was customary for Stammeshaus to pay for objects, or compensate the donor using 
his capacity as colonial administrator. The exchanges had different dimensions: from the extensive 
notes Stammeshaus made, it is clear that he accepted gifts for performing his regular duties as an 
administrator, such as issuing permits and ID cards. On the other hand, Stammeshaus also provided 
services beyond his regular duties, and members of the Acehnese elite returned the favour through 
the donation of objects. Moreover, contributing to the Stammeshaus collection was also a matter of 
prestige for them, because the donated objects would be on public display at the Aceh Museum. 
Acehnese individuals also provided him with the information necessary to make object descriptions. 
The collection stands out because of the meticulous descriptions that accompany the objects. It is 
remarkable, and unusual for individuals collecting in colonial Indonesia, that Stammeshaus noted for 
many objects (but unfortunately not all) the exact place of origin and the date of collecting, as well 
as the names of the Acehnese individuals who made the objects or presented them to him. 
Generally, it seems that Stammeshaus noted the provenance of objects when he thought it was 
unproblematic. However, there are a number of objects for which he did not note the provenance; 
several of these are documents that possibly had been taken by Stammeshaus from the archives of 
the KNIL headquarters in Sigli. Apparently, he considered the provenance problematic and, 
therefore, he did not mention how the documents came into his possession. 
 
In 1930 Stammeshaus negotiated the sale of his collection to the Colonial Institute (currently known 
as Tropenmuseum) in Amsterdam for 8,000 guilders.15 The sale included all objects in his house as 
well as those present from his collections in the Aceh Museum (although Stammeshaus secretly kept 
a number of objects for himself, and also left several objects at the Aceh Museum). The negotiations 
took place when Stammeshaus was still working as a controleur in Lhoknga, but he already knew 
that his job would come to an end. The sale was reported in the local news media. On 6 and 7 March 
1930 several newspapers, including the Sumatra Post, brought the news that controleur 
Stammeshaus had sold his collection for a secret price.16 The “secret price” led to speculation; 
people suspected that he made a huge sum of money from the sale, and Stammeshaus received 
several offers to buy precious objects.17 Stammeshaus declined all offers, except for one: Teuku Raja 
Lehman (Sulaiman), Teuku Umar’s son who lived in Lhoknga, offered him the jacket that is now in 
the collection of the Tropenmuseum. In several sources, Stammeshaus noted down that the jacket 
was a donation of Teuku Raja Sulaiman. In his memoirs he wrote, “the jacket was donated to me by 
Teuku Raja Sulaiman, the son of the late Teuku Umar, in 1930” (de jas werd mij in 1930 geschonken 
door Teukoe Radja Lehman, zoon van wijlen Teukoe Oemar).18 The same information is mentioned 
on the inventory card at the Tropenmuseum, for which Stammeshaus provided the information.19 
 

                                                 
14 The information in this paragraph is based on (unpublished) research of the Stammeshaus archives that the author of this provenance 
report carried out since 2009. 
15 Letter J.C. van Eerde, director Ethnology department of the Colonial Institute to F.W. Stammeshaus, 21 January 1930. NL-HaNA, 
Koninklijk Instituut voor de Tropen, 2.20.69, inv.no. 4396. 
16 “Atjeh-oudheden verkocht aan het Koloniaal Instituut,” De Sumatra Post, 3 July 1930, Dag edition, 
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:010360953:mpeg21:a0124. 
17 Klein Nagelvoort, Toean Stammeshaus, 203. 
18 Memoirs F.W. Stammeshaus volume 12, 60. Stammeshaus archives, Stammeshaus family collection. 
19 Tropenmuseum, inventory card TM-674-722, digitised in TMS. 

https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:010360953:mpeg21:a0124
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Teuku Raja Sulaiman was a son of Teuku Umar with his (second) wife Cut Meuligou.20 There is little 
information about him in colonial sources. In his memoir, Willem Stammeshaus describes him as “a 
man of no political significance, an opium user, for whom the population had little respect” (een 
man zonder eenige politieke beteekenis, was een opiumschuiver, waarvoor de bevolking weinig 
achting had).21 Stammeshaus did not note down the reason why Sulaiman wanted to part with this 
jacket in particular. One reason could have been that the jacket refers to the period in which Teuku 
Umar collaborated with the Dutch (the other obvious reason could have been a need for money). 
 
According to the biographer of Stammeshaus, John Klein Nagelvoort, it is likely that Stammeshaus 
compensated Teuku Sulaiman for the “gift,” as he used to do with other donations.22 Given 
Stammeshaus’s imminent departure to Amsterdam, direct compensation in the form of money or 
goods is more likely to have happened than indirect compensation in services or prestige. This would 
have made the “donation” effectively a “sale.” Knowing Stammeshaus’s attention to detail, he must 
have kept a detailed financial administration; unfortunately, it has not been preserved. This means it 
is difficult to find out if he indeed paid for the jacket, and if so, the amount.  
 
Besides the jacket, the Stammeshaus collection contains another donation by Teuku Raja Sulaiman: 
a small bracelet (TM-687-5), also from the property of Teuku Umar. Unfortunately, Stammeshaus 
did not note down the date of donation, so it is not known if he received it on the same occasion as 
the jacket. Furthermore, Stammeshaus also owned a walking stick (TM-674-723) that according to 
him allegedly (beweerd wordt) came from the property of Teuku Umar.23 No provenance is known of 
the walking stick, other than that Stammeshaus acquired it in the period he was controleur in 
Lhoknga. His choice of words (beweerd wordt) indicates that Stammeshaus doubted the attribution 
of the walking stick to Teuku Umar. He voiced no such doubts about the jacket. 
 
The question remains whether the jacket indeed belonged to Teuku Umar, not ruling out the 
possibility that Teuku Raja Sulaiman donated or sold a jacket that in fact never belonged to his 
father. Colonial-period sources indeed confirm that Teuku Umar used to wear a staatsiejasje, similar 
to the one in the collection of the Tropenmuseum, in his contacts with the Dutch authorities. In 
September 1893, Teuku Umar pledged allegiance to the Dutch government. He was installed as 
Panglima Prang Besar (Lord of the Great War) and awarded the title Johan Pahlawan (Johan the 
Brave).24 From this moment on, he was obliged to wear the staatsiejasje. Navy officer lieutenant 
Johannes Adrianus van der Star (1864-1944) described the swearing-in ceremony of Teuku Umar at 
the governor’s office in Banda Aceh in 1893:25 
 
“Most of us thought to see somebody of repulsive appearance, but how different was T.U.! Slim, 
almost thin, a neat jacket with golden collar and buttons, the Acehnese hat (toppie) a little crooked 
on the head, which was leaning forward a little. Dark firm eyes, all of it made the impression of a 
firm man of a little over thirty.”26 
 

                                                 
20 Wikipedia. 2021. “Teuku Umar.” https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teuku_Umar  
21 Memoirs F.W. Stammeshaus volume 12, 60. Stammeshaus archives, Stammeshaus family collection. See also Klein Nagelvoort, Toean 
Stammeshaus, 203. 
22 Personal communication, 29 December 2020. See also Klein Nagelvoort, Toean Stammeshaus, 206. 
23 Memoirs F.W. Stammeshaus volume 12, 61. Stammeshaus archives, Stammeshaus family collection. 
24 He was stripped from these titles in April 1896, after his break-up with the KNIL, see Koloniaal verslag van 1896. Nederlandsch (Oost-) 
Indië (’s Gravenhage: Tweede Kamer der Staten-Generaal, 1896), 4. 
25 J.A. van der Star, “Iets over Toekoe Oemar en den tocht door de kloof te Atjeh, in september 1893,” Marineblad 8 (1894): 443. 
26 “Hadden de meesten onzer gedacht iemand te zien van een terugstootend uiterlijk, hoe anders deed T.O. zich voor! Slank, bijna mager, 
een nette jas met gouden kraag en knoopen aan, het Atjehsche toppie een weinig scheef op het hoofd, dat wat voorover was gebogen, 
donkere flinke oogen, ’t geheel maakte den indruk van een flink man van even in de dertig.” 

https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teuku_Umar
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An anonymous report in the Nieuws van den Dag indicates that Teuku Umar continued to wear the 
jacket:27 
 
“Concerning his appearance: he is rather tall, for a native, and he has lively eyes. Contrary to the 
other Acehnese chiefs, who often look downright dirty, he loves finery, such as beautiful uniforms 
and magnificent weapons. He wears a magnificent golden chief officer’s collar and a sabre with a 
golden hilt. In the eyes of the Acehnese, this weapon has extraordinary powers and they firmly 
believe that, if it hits someone, his last hour has struck. From this single fact, one can readily see that 
Teuku Umar in the eyes of his fellow countrymen — friends as well as enemies — passes for an 
extraordinary human being and that unfortunately he has many qualities making him a good 
commander of his people”28 
 
There are only three photographs of Teuku Umar known, and none depict him wearing the jacket 
that now is in the collection of the Tropenmuseum, but in all of them he is shown wearing a similar 
Dutch-style jacket. The photographs are presumed to date between 1890 and 1896, so during the 
time of his off-and-on collaboration with the Dutch (but it is likely that they all date from 1893-
1896). Judging from the size of the jackets, they could depict different jackets, although all feature 
similar embellishments. Although the black-white photography makes it difficult to determine the 
materials used, the jackets each seem to feature a collar of gold brocade, brass or gilded buttons, 
and gold braid piping on the sleeves. The V-shaped embellishment on the sleeves, as seen on the 
photos, were worn by different ranks in the KNIL, starting from soldiers. In this case, the materials 
used indicated rank (e.g. red wool for soldiers), and only high-ranking officers wore them in silver or 
gold braid. 
 
The jacket in the Tropenmuseum collection is a staatsiejasje, which chiefs who had signed their 
loyalty to the Dutch government were stipulated to wear. It was worn by one of the highest-ranking 
chiefs in Aceh, as the gold braid piping and gilded buttons indicate. So, it is indeed possible that the 
jacket belonged to Teuku Umar, and more specifically it could be dated to the period he had an 
allegiance with the Dutch (off-and-on between 1884-1893, but most likely 1893-1896). However, 
photographs of Teuku Umar show him wearing jackets with a v-shaped emblem on the sleeves, 
which differs from the emblem on this jacket. It is also likely that the jacket is a donation of Teuku 
Umar’s son Sulaiman, and that the donation was followed by compensation in money or goods on 
the part of Willem Stammeshaus. However, apart from Stammeshaus’s notes, the research did not 
produce any visual or written evidence for this. 
 

                                                 
27 “Toekoe Oemar,” Het nieuws van den dag: kleine courant, 4 January 1896, 
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:010092299:mpeg21:a0073. 
28 “Uiterlijk is hij voor een inlander vrij lang; met levendige oogen. In tegenstelling met andere Atjesche hoofden, die er dikwijls gewoon 
smerig uitzien, houdt bij veel van opschik, van mooie uniformen en prachtige wapens. Hij draagt o. a. een prachtige gouden 
hoofdofficierskraag en een sabel met gouden gevest. Dit wapen heeft in de oogen der Atjehers een bijzondere macht en zij gelooven heilig 
dat, indien iemand daarmede wordt geraakt, hoe weinig dan ook, zijn laatste uur onherroepelijk heeft geslagen. Uit dit eene feit kan men 
reeds zien dat Toekoe Oemar in de oogen zijner landslieden, zoowel vrienden als vijanden, voor een buitengewoon mensch doorgaat, en 
dat hij helaas, vele eigenschappen bezit voor een goed aanvoerder van zijn landgenooten.” 

https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:010092299:mpeg21:a0073
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Studio portrait of Teuku Umar, Aceh, c. 1890(?) (Collection 
Leiden University Library, inv. no. KITLV 408104) 
http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:843341   

Teuku Umar (sitting) with Acehnese chiefs (“inlandse 
hoofden”) who had sworn allegiance to the Dutch (detail). 
All of them wear Dutch style jackets. c. 1890(?). (Collection 
Leiden University Library, inv. no. KITLV 4542) 
http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:787542 

 

 

Teuku Umar sitting (centre) in front of his house in Lam Pisang, 1896. This photo is 
taken before his break-up with the KNIL. (Photo: Collection Leiden University Library, 
inv. no. KITLV 6592) http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:784910 

 

http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:843341
http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:787542
http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:784910

