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Summary of findings  

The two drawings were gifted in 1904 to the ‘s Rijks Ethnographisch Museum (the current Museum 

Volkenkunde) by Gotfried Coenraad Ernst (“Frits”) van Daalen (1863-1930), officer in the Dutch East 

Indies Army (KNIL). They are made by Teuku Teungoh, acting ulèëbalang of Paté (currently Pate, Pulo 

Raya district) on Aceh’s west coast. The research revealed that Teuku Teungoh made the drawings 

when he was in prison and that they came into the possession of the civiel gezaghebber (civil 

governor) of Pulo Raya, probably Theodorus Jacobus (“Theo”) Veltman (1868-1943), before Van 

Daalen had them. The drawings are likely to be made especially for the civiel gezaghebber. Another 

finding is that the artist’s title was Teuku and not Teungku, as the museum always presumed. 
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Reconstruction provenance 

(probably) 1903-1904 

Manufacture, Teuku Teungoh 

 

(probably) 1903-1904  

Th.J. Veltman (probably) or H.N.A. Swart 

Inscription on back of both drawings. Geregeeringsalmanak 1902. Geregeeringsalmanak 1903.   

 
 
(probably) 1903-1904  

G.C.E. van Daalen 

Letter G.C.E. van Daalen to ‘s Rijks Ethnographisch Museum, 9 November 1903. Archives of the Museum 

Volkenkunde, NL-LdnRMV-A1-43-44/45. 

1904-present  

‘s Rijks Ethnografisch Museum (today NMVW Museum Volkenkunde) 

Inventory card RV-1429-134, digitised in TMS. 
 

Introduction and context 

These drawings depicting Buraq were part of a donation (series RV-1429) of 293 objects from Aceh, 

and more specifically the Gayo region, by Frits van Daalen to the ‘s Rijks Ethnographisch Museum 

(the current Museum Volkenkunde).1 The majority of the objects concern household goods, such as 

mats, jewellery, and weapons. The two drawings are the only drawings in the donation.  

Besides this set of drawings, the collection of Museum Volkenkunde contains another set of 13 

drawings by Teuku Teungoh that were sold to the museum by Theodorus Jacobus (“Theo”) Veltman 

(1868-1943) in 1907. The 15 drawings in Museum Volkenkunde are the only works known thus far by 

Teuku Teungoh.2 In terms of subject matter, the two drawings fit the other set of thirteen drawings 

(series RV-1599). The thirteen drawings that comprise the RV-1599 series can be separated into 

three basic categories: images of mythical creatures, images of festivals or leisure pursuits, and 

architectural images. With regard to composition, colour, and line, there is also a marked similarity 

between the RV-1599 drawings and those from series RV-1429.3  

According to Veltman, the art of drawing was not practiced in Aceh at the time, and these drawings 

were the only ones he knew.4 Indeed, few drawings on paper are known from this period. The Teuku 

Teungoh drawings all seem to be made on request, but similar drawings were used on Aceh’s west 

coast region as wall decoration.5 

                                                 
1 Letter G.C.E. van Daalen to ‘s Rijks Ethnographisch Museum, 9 November 1903. Archives of the Museum Volkenkunde, NL-LdnRMV-A1-
43-44/45. 
2 Samantha Lauren, “Acehnese Drawings from the Veltman Collection” (Student paper, Leiden, Leiden University, 2008). 
3 Lauren, “Acehnese Drawings from the Veltman Collection.” 
4 Notes with series 1599, Archives of the Museum Volkenkunde, no inventory number. 
5 Inventory card TM-687-59, digitised in TMS. 



 Pilotproject Provenance Research on Objects of the Colonial Era (PPROCE), March 2022 
Provenance report regarding Tekeningen van een mythische vogel [Drawings of a mythical bird] (RV-1429-134) 

  Mirjam Shatanawi 

   

3 

The Teuku Teungoh works recently have drawn the attention of art historians, and several requests 

for information have been made to Museum Volkenkunde. In recent years, they also regularly have 

been displayed in temporary exhibitions. 

 

Object information 

The materials used for the two drawings RV-1429-134 and 134a are pencil and colour pencil on white 

paper. They were both restored after having been damaged in the past. On the back of RV-1429-

134a a wide strip of tape is vertically glued on the paper. Most of the drawings of series RV-1599 are 

made with pencil and ink in different colours. All fifteen drawings in the Museum Volkenkunde 

collection are executed on paper with a standard proportion of 34 cm in height and 42 cm in width. 

However, based on the difference of the materials used, and although made by the same artist, it is 

unlikely that all drawings were made in the same period. 

RV-1429-134 depicts the mythical creature Buraq with a sedan on its back surrounded by pheasants, 
a hunting tiger, a tree in which a monkey climbs, in addition to a man and a woman with an infant. 
Buraq is the creature on which the prophet Muhammad rode when he made his night journey and 
his ascension to Heaven (al-’isra’ wal-miʿraj). The legendary creature is often portrayed in Islamic 
iconography as a fabulous animal with the head of a woman, the body of a horse, and wings. In this 
drawing, however, Buraq has the head of a man and the body of a horse (but with clawed feet or 
wearing shoes) besides the more common wings and peacock tail. 
 

RV-1429-134a depicts Buraq as a bird, which is not unusual in Indonesian images, surrounded by 
parrots and butterflies, two trees, one with a serpent. There are four men depicted; one wearing a 
fez and a large sword, throwing a spear; another with a load on his head carrying a basket; the third 
one, also wearing a fez, is punishing the fourth man.  
 

Both drawings contain on the reverse pencil inscriptions in Malay in Jawi script, written by Teuku 

Teungoh, addressed to the civiel gezaghebber (civil governor) of Pulo Raya. On RV-1429-134a there is 

also a note in Dutch, written by Frits van Daalen, stating that the Teuku is writing from prison in Pulo 

Raya, and that he is requesting: 1) grace; 2) a small knife; 3) permission to take a walk. The Dutch 

text reads: “verzoeken van den gevangen T. Teungòh uit de gevangenis te Poelo Raja aan de civiel 

gezaghebber daar. 1. om gratie 2. om een mesje te mogen hebben 3. om te mogen wandelen.” Below 

these lines the initials of the author are inscribed.6 The paper is torn and restored in the area of the 

inscription. It is possible that there was more text, which has been rendered illegible by the 

restoration.7 

However, according to Dr Annabel Gallop, lead curator Southeast Asia at the British Library, Van 

Daalen made a mistake in interpretation. The first line in Malay [A] is not a specific request for grace 

or a pardon, but just the conventional Malay preamble appropriate for a humble request made to an 

overlord. Thus, for example, a Malay appeal to a sultan would always commence: Ampun beribu-ribu 

ampun, ‘Pardon, I beg a thousand pardons,’ etc.8 

  

                                                 
6 The initials are the same as on letters signed by Van Daalen. 
7 Unfortunately, the museum has no documentation of the restoration, which indicates that it was done before the late 1990s. Email 
Sijbrand de Rooij (registrar, Museum Volkenkunde) to author, 20 September 2021. 
8 Email message Dr Annabel Gallop to author, 21 October 2019. 
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The Malay text on RV-1429-134a is:9 

[A, right side, alongside the stamped shelf mark] Tabik berbanyak2, sahaya mintak kasihan 

banyak2 di bawah sepatu tuan, harab ditolong bicara sebab sahaya orang miskin sekali 

adanya, melainkan harab diampun barang yang salah adanya. 

[B, left side of the paper] Harab sahaya, jikalau tidak tuan kasih pisau yang kecil satu, tidak 

bisa bikin lagi tuan, sebab10 tidak dengan sahaya bikin t-a… t p-y-n s-y-ng11 

[A] Many greetings, I proffer my pardons to beneath the shoes of Sir, hoping for help for my 

affairs, because I am but a poor man, hoping for forgiveness for any wrongdoings. 

[B] This is what I am hoping for: unless Sir gives me a small knife, it will no longer be possible 

for me to make it, Sir, because I will not be able to make [?the receptacle?] 

The Malay text on the reverse of RV-1429-134 (left side of the paper) is: 

Tabik banyak2 di bawah sepatu tuan, serta harab sahaya mintak permisi sama tuan, boleh 

tuan suruh bawak sahaya jalan2 hari2, sebab sudah lama sahaya duduk sahaya tidak 

kelihatan satu apa, berapa kali12 dapat / sakit sahaya, itulah harab yang tidak keputusan 

sama tuan. 

Many greetings, to beneath the shoes of Sir, with my hopes for permission from Sir, that Sir 

should give the order for me to taken for a walk each day, because for so long now I have 

kept in, unable to see anything, and I have frequently fallen ill; this is my never-ending hope 

entrusted to Sir. 

Thus, it can be summarised that there are two requests from the Teuku, one on each piece of paper. 

On RV-1429-134a he requests a small knife, in order to be able to complete working on something 

(some sort of receptacle? The Malay text is illegible due to restoration, the remaining letters are t-a… 

t), perhaps requested by the civiel gezaghebber. On RV-1429-134 he requests permission to take a 

walk each day, for the sake of his health. 

 

Provenance report 

The two drawings were donated to the Museum of Ethnology in Leiden in 1904 by Frits van Daalen, 
then Major in the Dutch East Indies Army and responsible for the political affairs with the Gayo and 
Alas regions.13 
 
On 9 November 1903 Van Daalen sent an inventory list of the objects that he would donate to the 
museum.14 He mentioned that he wanted the museum to return the list, which may explain why the 
original list is not present in the museum archives. There is, however, a copy of an inventory list of 
the donation in which RV-1429-134 is described as “two drawings from the Acehnese T. Teungoh, 
made in the prison of Pulo Raya” (twee teekeningen van den atjèher T. Teungōh, gemaakt in de  
  

                                                 
9 Transcription and translation Dr Annabel Gallop, 21 October 2019. 
10 Note Annabel Gallop: s-b-b or, less likely, s-y-b, which could be read siab, i.e. siap. 
11 Note Annabel Gallop: i.e. pin sayang? 
12 Note Annabel Gallop: b-r-[p]-k-a-l-y. 
13 NL-HaNA, Oorlog / Stamboeken Officieren KL, 2.13.04. inv. no. 631. 
14 Letter G.C.E. van Daalen to Museum of Ethnology, 9 November 1903. Archives of the Museum Volkenkunde, NL-LdnRMV-A1-43-44/45. 
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gevangenis van Poelo Raja). This may indicate that the drawings were already in Van Daalen’s 
possession on 9 November 1903 (just three weeks after Veltman’s appointment). Without the 
original inventory list, this remains uncertain. 
 
In the inventory list the maker of the drawings is indicated as T. Teungōh. In the colonial period, T. 
was the common abbreviation of teuku, a noble title. In the museum documentation, soon a mistake 
in interpretation occurred.15 T. became Teungku (Dutch: teungkoe), a title used for Islamic scholars. 
Further information about Teuku Teungoh’s identity is given the museum’s catalogue Atjèh, Gajō- en 
Alaslanden (Sumatra I), published in 1912, that describes him as the acting ulèëbalang of Pate, 
district of Pulo Raya (wd. oelèëbalang of Paté, Ond. Afd. Poela Raja).16 According to the catalogue, 
the information is provided by Veltman. With the sale of his collection in 1907, Veltman sent a 
description of each item to the museum. Indeed, here Teuku Teungoh is identified as the acting 
ulèëbalang of Pate.17 An ulèëbalang is a hereditary leader, often of noble descent. Pate was a region 
on the west coast of Aceh, opposite the island of Pulo Raya, that was administratively part of 
onderafdeling Poela Raja (and from 1909 onderafdeling Tjalang). 
 
An indication of the creation date and transfer of the drawings is given in Van Daalen’s note on the 
back of RV-1429-134a, in which he refers to the civiel gezaghebber of Pulo Raya. Before 1902, the 
Dutch functionary in Pulo Raya had the rank of controleur, only on 17 July 1902 Henri Nicolas Alfred 
Swart (1863-1946) was appointed as the first civiel gezaghebber.18 On 12 October 1903 he was 
replaced by Captain Theo Veltman, who stayed in office until 25 March 1905.19 This indicates that the 
transfer and possibly the creation of the drawings took place between July 1902 and February 1904, 
when Van Daalen sent the drawings to the Museum Volkenkunde.20 Given the fact that the drawings 
were made in prison, it is likely that they were made on request and the materials supplied by the 
commissioner. Teuku Teungoh probably used the occasion to deliver a message to the civiel 
gezaghebber, hoping that his situation would be improved. 
 
There are several reasons why it is likely that Veltman rather than Swart was the civiel gezaghebber 
addressed in the notes on the back of the drawings. First, Theo Veltman later came into the 
possession of thirteen drawings by Teuku Teungoh. Secondly, Veltman was an avid collector of craft 
products (and Swart’s collection mainly comprised weapons) and therefore the mentioned request 
to make something (such as a receptacle) seems plausible.21 Another indication that Veltman is a 
likely candidate to be the civiel gezaghebber can be found in Veltman’s notes, written in 1907, that 
describe the thirteen drawings he sold to the museum as follows: 
 

Acehnese pictures 
The only existing [art of] drawing on paper, made by acting ulèëbalang of Pate (district of 
Pulo Raya, west coast). A number of them, that were given to the Governor, are now in the 
Rijks Ethnogr. Museum in Leiden.22 

 

                                                 
15 Hendrik Willem Fischer, Atjèh, Gajō- en Alaslanden (Sumatra I) (Leiden: Brill, 1912), 193. 
16 Fischer, 193. 
17 Notes with series RV-1599, p. 33. Archives of the Museum Volkenkunde, no inventory number. 
18 NL-HaNA, Oorlog / Stamboeken Officieren KL, 2.13.04, inv.no. 632. Between May 1901 and July 1901, an interim civil governor was 
appointed, after the murder of controleur Dirk Cramer. 
19 NL-HaNA, Oorlog / Stamboeken Officieren KL, 2.13.04, inv.no. 634. 
20 Agenda of ingoing and outgoing correspondence, Archives of the Museum Volkenkunde, NL-LdnRMV_A01_280. 
21 Among the objects from the Swart, Veltman and Van Daalen collections currently present in museums in the Netherlands, I found several 
receptacles but none could be linked to Teuku Teungoh. 
22 Notes with series RV-1599, p. 33. Archives of the Museum Volkenkunde, no inventory number. “Atjehsche Plaatwerken. De eenig 
bestaande Atjehsche teekenkunst op papier, vervaardigd door waarnemend oelèëbalang of Paté (Onder afd. Poela Raja, Westkust). Een 
paar exemplaren, den gouverneur ten geschenke gegeven berusten thans in het Rijks Ethnogr. Museum te Leiden.” 
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The Governor mentioned here is Frits van Daalen, who was the Governor of Aceh at the time of 
writing. Thus, Veltman knew about the gift and may have been the one who had given the two 
drawings to Van Daalen. Still, the sources leave open the possibility that Henri Swart gave the 
drawings to Van Daalen. 
 
The regerings-almanak of the years 1905 and 1906 indeed mention Teuku Teungoh as having the 
position of acting ulèëbalang of Pate and guardian of the zelfbestuurder (“autonomous ruler”) Teuku 
Radja Itam.23 Teuku Radja Itam had been appointed as zelfbestuurder in 1901, but being a minor and 
still in school, his tasks were taken over by his guardian.24 In 1910 Teuku Radja Itam had come of age, 
and he is mentioned in the regerings-almanak as the zelfbestuurder governing Pate. However, in the 
years 1903 and 1904, Teuku Manja was his guardian.25 These must have been the years when Teuku 
Teungoh was in prison. From the colonial sources, it does not become clear why Teuku Teungoh was 
imprisoned, or whether he was punished for political or criminal activities. However, in the years 
directly after Teuku Umar’s death (1899) there were pockets of resistance active on the west coast, 
including Pulo Raya district. In those years ulèëbalang were sometimes imprisoned for lack of 
cooperation with the Dutch authorities. The Koloniaal Verslag on 1902 reports that the prison of Pulo 
Raya held 55 prisoners, half of whom were reported ill during the year, and 10% died.26 These 
numbers tell us something about the conditions in the prison and Teuku Teungoh also mentioned he 
had frequently fallen ill. 
 
After 1906, Teuku Teungoh was no longer mentioned in colonial sources. This might be related to the 
fact that Pate was a small place, where only tens of families lived,27 and perhaps insignificant in 
terms of governmental affairs. In the archival material left by Frits van Daalen, this research did not 
find mention of Teuku Teungoh or the transfer of the drawings.28 Neither Henri Swart nor Theo 
Veltman have left personal archives in public institutions, which is rather unusual for KNIL officers of 
their standing. Contact with the Veltman estate revealed that they are unaware of the whereabouts 
of any remaining archival material related to him.29 

                                                 
23 Regeeringsalmanak voor Nederlandsch-Indië (Batavia: Landsdrukkerij, 1905), 286; Regeeringsalmanak voor Nederlandsch-Indië (Batavia: 
Landsdrukkerij, 1906), 290. 
24 Koloniaal verslag van 1901: Nederlandsch (Oost-)Indië (’s Gravenhage: Tweede Kamer der Staten-Generaal, 1901), 17. 
25 Regeeringsalmanak voor Nederlandsch-Indië (Batavia: Landsdrukkerij, 1903), 288; Regeeringsalmanak voor Nederlandsch-Indië (Batavia: 
Landsdrukkerij, 1904), 285. 
26 Koloniaal verslag van 1902: Nederlandsch (Oost-)Indië (’s Gravenhage: Tweede Kamer der Staten-Generaal, 1902) bijlage E p. 7. 
27 “Onderafdeeling Tjalang,” Het vaderland, April 17, 1909. 
28 These archival materials are held at the International Institute of Social History (IISG) in Amsterdam and the Special Collections of the 
University Library in Leiden. 
29 Email M. Veltman-Eelman to author, 8 September 2020. 


