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Wereldculturen. Inv.no. RV-360-1475 

Custodian NMVW Museum Volkenkunde 

Current possessor Dutch State 

Inventory number RV-360-1475 

Material/technique Velvet, gold, diamond 

Measurements 52.2 x 27 x 44 cm 
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Custodian NMVW Museum Volkenkunde 

Current possessor Dutch State 

Inventory number RV-360-1481 

Material/technique Velvet, gold, diamond 

Measurements Length and width: 120 x 5.5 cm 
Length and width of plate: 13.5 x 
9.5 cm 

 

Photo: Collection Nationaal Museum van 
Wereldculturen. Inv.no. RV-360-1481a 

Custodian NMVW Museum Volkenkunde 

Current possessor Dutch State 

Inventory number RV-360-1481a 

Material/technique Iron, nickel, gold, diamond, wood, 
copper 

Measurements Length: 50 cm 
Length of blade: 38.5 cm 
Length of sheath: 40 cm 
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Summary of findings 
 
The headwear, belt, and ceremonial kris with object numbers RV-360-1475, RV-360-1481, and RV-
360-1481a were gifts from Sultan Hamengkubuwono IV of Yogyakarta to the gouverneur-generaal of 
the Dutch East Indies, Godert Alexander Gerard Philip baron van der Capellen. The objects were 
offered in 1819 after a visit by Van der Capellen to Yogyakarta. It is likely that they were offered in 
return for several late gifts from the Dutch, although this assumption could not be confirmed or 
refuted on the basis of archival sources. The objects were sent via the resident of Yogyakarta to the 
gouverneur-generaal, who had them shipped to the Netherlands in 1820. In 1821 the minister van 
Koloniën decided to include the gifts in the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, where the objects 
were kept until they were transferred to Museum Volkenkunde in 1883. In the intervening period the 
belt and ceremonial kris went on display, including at the World Fair in Philadelphia in 1876. Since 
1883 the three items have been in the collection of Museum Volkenkunde, which has been part of 
the National Museum of World Cultures since 2014. It is noteworthy that the hilt of the ceremonial 
kris is typical of kris hilts of the Surakarta Sunanate. Further research into the object characteristics in 
collaboration with kris experts from Indonesia may provide clarity on this matter. 
 
 
Reconstruction provenance 
 
1819 
  Sultan Hamengkubuwono IV of Yogyakarta 
  NL-HaNA, 2.21.006.48, inv.no. 88, letters from gouverneur-generaal G.A.G.P. baron van der Capellen to 
  minister Falck, 1818-1825, 15 October 1820, no. 47. 
 
1819 - 1820 
  Gouverneur-generaal Godert Alexander Gerard Philip baron van der Capellen, Batavia 
 NL-HaNA, 2.21.006.48, inv.no. 88, letters from gouverneur-generaal G.A.G.P. baron van der Capellen to  
 minister Falck, 1818-1825, 15 October 1820, no. 47. 
 
1821 - 1883 
  Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, The Hague 
  NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 846, ‘Extract uit het Register […]’ [Extract from the Register], 18 May 1821. 
 
1883 - present 
  NMVW Museum Volkenkunde, Leiden 
  NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 874, inventory of art and other objects. Primarily comprising the Royer and Cock 
  Blomhoff collections, 1876-1877, pp. 171-174. 
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Introduction and context 
 
This report describes the results of provenance research into a headwear, belt, and ceremonial kris in 
the collection of Museum Volkenkunde, part of the National Museum of World Cultures (NMVW). 
The research was carried out by NMVW in the spring and summer of 2020. The headwear, belt and 
ceremonial kris are registered in the Museum Volkenkunde collection under object numbers RV-360-
1475, RV-360-1481 and RV-360-1481a, respectively. The objects come from the Koninklijk Kabinet 
van Zeldzaamheden, a former royal collection of historical and ethnographic objects from all 
continents of the world.1 When the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden was dissolved in 1883 the 
three objects were transferred to Museum Volkenkunde.2 According to current information about 
the objects in The Museum System (TMS), the NMVW’s collection management system, the 
Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden acquired the objects in 1821 via Godert Alexander Gerard 
Philip baron van der Capellen (1778-1848), gouverneur-generaal of the Dutch East Indies from 1816 
to 1826.3 In turn, Van der Capellen is said to have received the objects in 1819 as a gift from Sultan 
Hamengkubuwono IV of Yogyakarta (1804-1823).4 All three objects have been selected for the 
exhibition Cadeau, Hoezo?/Gifts Unwrapped! currently showing in the Tropenmuseum. 
 
The headwear with object number RV-360-1475 is made of black velvet. Both the sides and the back 
of the upright flap are embellished with gold decorations representing Garuda, the vehicle mount of 
the god Vishnu in Hindu mythology.5 A wing has been attached on either side, while the back of the 
upright flap shows Garuda in full, with outspread wings and tail. All three embellishments are inlaid 
with diamonds and enamel. Furthermore, the headwear has a peak protruding at the front and a flap 
hanging down at the back. An inventory card of Museum Volkenkunde bearing a description of RV-
360-1475 states that the item is of the type kanigara.6 
 

  
 

Photos: Collection Nationaal Museum van Wereldculturen, Inv.nos. RV-360-1475 and 1481. 

                                                 
1 The Museum System (TMS, NMVW collection management system), series RV-360. 
2 In 1883 the museum was still known as Rijks Ethnographisch Museum. For reasons of clarity and consistency, this provenance report only 
uses the name Museum Volkenkunde. 
Rudolf Effert, Volkenkundig Verzamelen. Het Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden en het Rijks Ethnographisch Museum, 1816-1883 
(Leiden 2003) 11; Museum Volkenkunde (NL-LdnRMV), Archive series 360 (not inventoried), documents ‘Serie 360’, 26 September 1966 
and undated. 
3 Parlement. “G.A.G.Ph. baron van der Capellen.” https://www.parlement.com/id/vg09llswffq8/g_a_g_ph_baron_van_der_capellen, 
consulted on 22 October 2020.  
4 TMS, object records RV-360-1475, RV-360-1481 and RV-360-1481a; Wikipedia. “Hamengkubuwana IV.” 
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamengkubuwana_IV, consulted on 8 February 2021. 
5 Britannica.“Garuda.” https://www.britannica.com/topic/Garuda, consulted on 22 October 2020. 
6 TMS, object record RV-360-1475. 

https://www.parlement.com/id/vg09llswffq8/g_a_g_ph_baron_van_der_capellen
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/hamengkubuwana_iv
https://www.britannica.com/topic/garuda
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The belt with object number RV-360-1481 is also made of velvet and has two gold buckles which are 
decorated with diamonds and foliage and floral motifs. The semi-circular end of the belt is decorated 
in similar fashion. The most striking feature is the large golden plate on the small velvet pouch 
attached to the belt. The plate is decorated with diamonds and filigree leaf pattern, edged with little 
balls. Several of the diamonds and balls are missing. According to the inventory card of Museum 
Volkenkunde for RV-360-1481 the pouch is used for suspending a kris.7 
 
The ceremonial kris with object number RV-360-1481a has a wavy blade with gold decorations on 
both sides. It represents a crowned snake with its body extending down the centre of the blade. In 
addition, foliage and floral motifs have been applied to the bottom of the blade and the collar guard. 
The hilt fittings that attach the blade to the hilt are decorated with diamonds, several of which are 
missing. The wooden hilt is columnar, slightly curved, and bears carvings in two places on the 
concave side. A small knob can be seen on the end. These characteristics are typical of kris hilts of 
the Surakarta Sunanate.8 The wooden sheath is enclosed in a copper sheath cover, according to the 
inventory card of Museum Volkenkunde for RV-360-1481a.9 One side of the sheath cover bears 
engraved images of birds and leaves, amongst others. Finally, a note added to the inventory card at a 
later date states that the kris is of the type Naga Sasra. 10 
 

                                                 
7 TMS, object record RV-360-1481. 
8 Edward Frey, The Kris. Mystic Weapon of the Malay World (Oxford 1988) 47, 49; David van Duuren, De kris. Een aardse benadering van 
een kosmisch symbool (Amsterdam 1996) 41, 48. 
9 TMS, object record RV-360-1481a. 
10 During the provenance research the object characteristics of the head cover, belt and ceremonial kris were researched using object 
photographs in TMS. Physical examination of the objects was not possible due to the preparations for the exhibition Cadeau, hoezo? [Gifts 
Unwrapped!] 
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Photos: Collection Nationaal Museum van Wereldculturen, Inv.no. RV-360-1481a. 
 

Provenance report 
 
The provenance research first looked at two documents in the archive of the Koninklijk Kabinet van 
Zeldzaamheden, which is managed by the North Holland Archives in Haarlem. The archive files in 
question are linked to the object records of RV-360-1475, RV-360-1481, and RV-360-1481a in TMS. 
The first document is a copy of a decree by the minister voor Publiek Onderwijs, Nationale Nijverheid 
en Koloniën, signed on 18 May 1821 and sent to the director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van 
Zeldzaamheden.11 The decree states that Van der Capellen had had the following items shipped to 
the Netherlands: “black velvet headwear adorned with gold,” a ditto “waistband or carry strap,” a 
kris about which no further details are provided, and a note regarding the ceremonial clothing of the  

  

                                                 
11 North Holland Archives (NL-HlmNHA), archive access 476: Rijksmuseum and legal predecessors in Amsterdam, inventory number 846: 
Documents concerning the transfer of art and other objects gifted to the king and other persons or purchased by him, 1816-1829, ‘Extract 
uit het Register, der Handelingen en Resolutien, van den Minister voor het Publieke Onderwijs, de Nationale Nijverheid en Kolonien’ 
[Extract from the Register of the actions and resolutions of the Minister of Public Education, National Industry and Colonies, 18 May 1821, 
http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2 (image 
16), consulted on 26 October 2020. 

http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
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Sultan of Yogyakarta.12 The documents state that the three objects are “have come from the Sultan 
himself.”13 Once the objects had arrived in the Netherlands the minister apparently decided to 
transfer the items along with the note to the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden because the 
director was informed that he was being sent the note along with the copy of the decree and that 
the objects would be sent on as soon as possible. The second document is the note in question, 
signed in Yogyakarta on 4 November 1819.14 It is not clear who the author is. The note contains a 
description of all the garments that the author claims belong to the ceremonial clothing of the Sultan 
of Yogyakarta. The descriptions of the headwear, belt, and kris are virtually identical to those in the 
decree of 18 May 1821. The document also mentions other garments which were not shipped to the 
Netherlands. With regard to the headwear the author notes that the object “was sent this past 
month of October by me in the name of His Highness the Sultan from here to Samarang” to the 
gouverneur-generaal.15 The same is stated for the belt and kris, which means that in October 1819 
the three objects were sent by the author of the note to Semarang on the north coast of Java at the 
request of the Sultan of Yogyakarta. 
 
Based on the information above it was attempted to determine who the author of the note is and in 
what context the objects were dispatched to Semarang. Primary and secondary sources revealed 
that Van der Capellen made a tour of inspection of Java and Madura in 1819 as a follow-up to an 
earlier tour in 1817. The purpose of the undertaking was to establish how the Dutch government was 
functioning at the local level.16 One of the places visited by Van der Capellen in the course of his trip 
was the Yogyakarta Sultanate in August 1819.17 During this visit the gouverneur-generaal and the 
Sultan of Yogyakarta exchanged gifts, as is customary on such occasions.18 Brief reports in the 
Bataviasche Courant about Van der Capellen’s trip make no mention of this.19 However, important 
information in this context is contained in two letters in the archive of the ministerie van Koloniën 
and the personal archive of Anton Reinhard Falck (1777-1843), minister van Publiek Onderwijs, 
Nationale Nijverheid en Koloniën from 1818 to 1824.20 
 
 

  

                                                 
12 “Een zwart fluweelen, met goud omzet hoofdtooisel”; “buik- of draagband.” See: NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 846, “Extract uit het Register 
[…],” 18 May 1821, http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2 (image 
16), consulted on 26 October 2020; Peter Carey, The power of prophecy. Prince Dipanagara and the end of an old order in Java, 1785-1855 
(Leiden 2007) 460. 
13 “Van den Sultan zelven afkomstig.” See: NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 846, “Extract uit het Register […],” 18 May 1821, http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2 (image 
16), consulted on 27 October 2020;  
14 Ibid., Note on the ceremonial clothing of the Sultan of Yogyakarta, 04 November 1819, http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2 (images 
17-19), consulted on 26 October 2020. 
15 “In den verleden maand October door mij in naam van Zijne Hoogheid den Sultan van hier naar Samarang is afgezonden geworden.” See: 
NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 846, Note on the ceremonial clothing of the Sultan of Yogyakarta, 04 November 1819, http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2 (images 
17-19), consulted on 27 October 2020. 
16 Th. Stevens, Van der Capellen’s koloniale ambitie op Java. Economisch beleid in een stagnerende conjunctuur (1816-1826) (Amsterdam 
1982) 90-91. 
17 Amy Wassing, Naar eer en geweten. G.A.G.P. baron van der Capellen, gouverneur-generaal van Nederlands-Indië, 1816-1826 (doctoral 
thesis, Leiden 1998) 60-61. 
18 Vincent J.H. Houben, Kraton and Kumpeni. Surakarta and Yogyakarta 1830-1870 (Leiden 1994) 158. 
19 Royal Library of the Netherlands (KB), Delpher, Bataviasche Courant, 28 August 1819, p. 2, “Batavia" section, 
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011209918:mpeg21:p002, consulted on 27 October 2020; Bataviasche Courant, 4 September 1819, 
p. 2, “Batavia” section, https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011209919:mpeg21:p002, consulted on 27 October 2020. 
20 Parlement. “Mr. A.R. (Anton) Falck.” https://www.parlement.com/id/vg09llswffq6/a_r_anton_falck, consulted on 27 October 2020. 

http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
http://noord-hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198098&miview=inv2
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011209918:mpeg21:p002
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011209919:mpeg21:p002
https://www.parlement.com/id/vg09llswffq6/a_r_anton_falck
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The archive of the ministerie van Koloniën contains registers of actions and decrees of the 
gouverneur-generaal. The register of 6 September 1819 records an incoming letter from the highest 
representative of the Dutch administration in Yogyakarta, resident Huibert Gerard Nahuys van Burgst 
(1782-1858).21 In his letter of 1 September Nahuys van Burgst wrote “that the still remaining gifts for 
H.H. the Sultan which had not been presented in the presence of the gouverneur-generaal had been 
delivered subsequently and received with the greatest satisfaction.”22 The resident also advised 
presenting several more gifts to the sultan’s grandmother and the second wife of the late Sultan 
Hamengkubuwono III (1769-1814).23 This communication shows that goods were gifted to the sultan 
during Van der Capellen’s visit to Yogyakarta and that return gifts must therefore have been offered 
to the gouverneur-generaal. The headwear, belt, and ceremonial kris were most likely a return gift 
from the sultan in thanks for the gifts received after the gouverneur-generaal’s visit. The reason the 
objects were transferred to Semarang in October is that the gouverneur-generaal would be calling at 
this port en route back to Batavia.24 Finally, it can be concluded that it was Nahuys van Burgst who 
had the headwear, belt, and ceremonial kris transported to Semarang. After all, the resident must 
have taken receipt of the objects after the presentation of “the still remaining gifts.”25 This leads to 
the logical conclusion that Nahuys van Burgst was also the author of the note of 4 November 1819. 
 
The archive of Falck and various relatives houses files containing letters that Van der Capellen wrote 
to Falck during his term as gouverneur-generaal. One of the letters is dated 15 October 1820, with a 
postscript that was added four days later.26 Van der Capellen writes in the postscript that the ship 
Barones van der Capellen will not only convey his letter to the Netherlands but also “an adornment27 
gifted to me by the Sultan of Djocjocarta.”28 The gouverneur-generaal adds that the headwear, belt, 
and ceremonial kris “could either be placed as a curiosity in one of the national collections or kept by 
you for a masquerade should you so wish.”29 In other words, Van der Capellen leaves it up to Falck to 
decide whether the objects should be allocated to a museum collection or should be considered 
party props. Furthermore the gouverneur-generaal writes that he is sending “a description of the 
Sultan’s clothing drawn up by Nahuys” to accompany the objects.30 This is the note of 4 November 
1819. The fact that it was almost a year later when Van der Capellen had the objects and the note 
shipped to the Netherlands is probably connected to the “dressed mannequins” that Nahuys van 
Burgst was going to send “to serve as models.”31 Probably this refers to the other items of clothing 
mentioned in the note. However, this delivery never reached the gouverneur-generaal, he concludes 
to Falck. 

                                                 
21 National Archives of the Netherlands (NL-HaNA), archive access 2.10.01: Ministerie van Koloniën (1814-1849), inv.no. 2449: Registers of 
the actions and decrees of the gouverneur-generaal 'acting alone', 1819 Sep., 6 September 1819, no. 24; Carey, The power of prophecy, 
810; http://www.biografischportaal.nl/persoon/60874764, consulted on 8 February 2021. 
22 ‘Dat de nog overige giften voor Z.H. den Sultan welke bij het aanwezen van den Gouverneur Generaal niet waren uitgereikt, nader zijn 
afgegeven geworden en met groote tevredenheid zijn ontvangen’. See: NL-HaNA, 2.10.01, inv.no. 2449, 6 September 1819, no. 24. 
23 Wikipedia. “Hamenkubuwana III.” https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamengkubuwana_III, consulted on 8 February 2021. 
24 KB, Delpher, Bataviasche Courant, 6 November 1819, p. 1, “Batavia" section, 
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011209928:mpeg21:p001, consulted on 27 October 2020.  
25 “De nog overige geschenken.” See: NL-HaNA, 2.10.01, inv.no. 2449, 6 September 1819, no. 24. 
26 NL-HaNA, archive access 2.21.006.48: mr. A.R. Falck [1777-1843] and various relatives, (1737) 1756-1850, inv.no. 88: Letters from the 
gouverneur-generaal G.A.G.P. baron van der Capellen to minister Falck, 1818-1825, 15 October 1820, no. 47. 
27 In using this term Van der Capellen is not only referring to the head cover, but to the three objects collectively (as part of the ceremonial 
clothing of the Sultan of Yogyakarta). For the historical definition of tooisel, see: 
http://gtb.inl.nl/iWDB/search?actie=article&wdb=WNT&id=M069219&lemma=tooisel&domein=0&conc=true, consulted on 27 October 
2020. 
28 "Een Tooijsel mij door den Sultan van Djocjocarta ten gifte gegeven.” See: NL-HaNA, 2.21.006.48, inv.no. 88, 15-10-1820, no. 47. 
29 "Of als eene Zeldzaamheid in eene der Lands Verzamelingen geplaatst of door u des verkiezenden zoude kunnen aangehouden worde 
voor eene Maskarade.” See: NL-HaNA, 2.21.006.48, inv.no. 88, 15-10-1820, no. 47. 
30 “Eene beschrijving van des Sultans Kleding door Nahuys opgemaakt.” See: NL-HaNA, 2.21.006.48, inv.no. 88, 15-10-1820, no. 47. 
31 "Gekleede Poppen”; “om als modellen te dienen.” See: NL-HaNA, 2.21.006.48, inv.no. 88, 15-10-1820, no. 47. 

http://www.biografischportaal.nl/persoon/60874764
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/hamengkubuwana_iii
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011209928:mpeg21:p001
http://gtb.inl.nl/iwdb/search?actie=article&wdb=wnt&id=m069219&lemma=tooisel&domein=0&conc=true
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The ship mentioned by Van der Capellen in his letter to Falck left Batavia for Antwerp on 22 October 
1820, the Bataviasche Courant reported six days later.32 It is not clear exactly when the Barones van 
der Capellen arrived at her destination, although two Dutch newspapers reported that the ship had 
docked at Cowes on the Isle of Wight off the south coast of England in early February 1821.33 The 
Barones must have reached Antwerp not long after that because there is a note on the letter from 
the gouverneur-generaal stating that it was received by Falck on 9 February.34 More than three 
months later the headwear, belt, ceremonial kris, and the note were transferred to the Koninklijk 
Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden. The research did not reveal why this took so much time. Perhaps 
deciding what was to happen to the objects was not a priority for Falck. It could also be that the 
decision-making process was somewhat delayed due to the involvement of the ministerie van 
Binnenlandse Zaken. The archive of the ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken contains the draft version 
of the decree of 18 May 1821 by which the objects and the note were transferred to the Koninklijk 
Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden.35 This indicates that the decision must have been made after 
consultation between the two ministries. On 29 May the director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van 
Zeldzaamheden notified the ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken that the items and the note had 
been received in good order.36 
 
Several years later the headwear, belt, and ceremonial kris are mentioned in the Handleiding tot de 
bezigtiging van het Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden op Mauritshuis, in ’s-Gravenhage, 
compiled by director Reinier Pieter van de Kasteele (1767-1845).37 This visitor’s guide provides a 
general overview of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, spread over seven rooms in the 
Mauritshuis in The Hague. The three objects were installed in a room with non-European items from 
various regions and countries, excluding China and Japan.38 The headwear is described as “a black 
velvet hat, richly adorned with gold and precious stones,” while the joint description of the belt and 
ceremonial kris appears to have been taken verbatim from the decree of 18 May 1821.39 Both 
descriptions include the information that the objects are part of the “ceremonial garments of the 
Sultan of Djocjakerta.”40 In 1855 an abridged version of the guide was published, produced by 
Abraham Anne van de Kasteele (1814-1893), who had by then succeeded his father as director of the 
Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden.41 This version also includes the three items, with the 
headwear now being described as “a head adornment of the Susuhunan of Djocjocarta.”42 
 
 

  
                                                 
32 KB, Delpher, Bataviasche Courant, 28 October 1820, p. 1, “Zee-tijdingen" [maritime news] section, 
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011070518:mpeg21:p001, consulted on 27 October 2020. 
33 KB, Delpher, Opregte Haarlemsche Courant, 10 February 1821, p. 2, “Nederlanden" section, 
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:010516975:mpeg21:a0018, consulted on 28 October 2020; Rotterdamsche Courant, 10 February 
1821, p. 2, “Rotterdam” section, https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:010391016:mpeg21:a0018, consulted on 28 October 2020. 
34 NL-HaNA, 2.21.006.48, inv.no. 88, 15 October 1820, no. 47. 
35 NL-HaNA, archive access 2.04.01: Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken (1813-1848), inv.no. 4113, Notes verbales: decrees, minutes of 
outgoing letters and incoming documents, 18 May-31 May (18-31 May) 1821, draft resolution, 18 May 1821. 
36 NL-HaNA, 2.04.01, inv.no. 4115: Notes verbales: decrees, minutes of outgoing letters, and incoming documents, 23 June-5 July 1821, 
incoming letter from the director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, 29 May 1821. 
37 R.P. van de Kasteele, Handleiding tot de bezigtiging van het Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden op Mauritshuis, in ’s-Gravenhage (The 
Hague 1824); Effert, Volkenkundig Verzamelen, 34; http://www.biografischportaal.nl/persoon/22567417, consulted on 8 February 2021. 
38 R.P. van de Kasteele, Handleiding, 76; Effert, Volkenkundig Verzamelen, 49. 
39 “Een zwart fluweelen hoed, met goud en edele gesteentens rijk versierd.” See: R.P. van de Kasteele, Handleiding, 87 and 102. 
40 “Plegtgewaad des Sultans van Djocjakerta.” See: R.P. van de Kasteele, Handleiding, 87 and 102. 
41 A.A. van de Kasteele, Korte handleiding ter bezigtiging der Verzameling van Zeldzaamheden in het Koninklijk Kabinet op het Mauritshuis 
in ’s-Gravenhage (The Hague 1855); Effert, Volkenkundig Verzamelen, 58-59; https://rkd.nl/nl/explore/artists/43567, consulted on 8 
February 2021. 
42 "Een Hoofdsiersel van den Soesoehoenan van Djocjocarta.” See: A.A. van de Kasteele, Korte handleiding, 18. 
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Some 20 years later Van de Kasteele junior added the belt and ceremonial kris to a list of weapons 
from the Dutch East Indies which can currently be found in the archives of the Koninklijk Kabinet van 
Zeldzaamheden.43 This document dating from January 1876 provides an overview of weapons from 
the collection compiled by Van de Kasteele, in accordance with the wishes of King William III (1817-
1890), for the Dutch pavilion at the Centennial Exhibition, the forthcoming World Fair in 
Philadelphia.44 The first object on the list is the ceremonial kris, which Van de Kasteele describes as 
“A gold kris, the hilt decorated with jewels, the blade with golden ornaments, the sheath engraved 
with figures.”45 It would appear that Van de Kasteele misinterpreted the provenance of the kris 
because he states that the kris was a gift from the Sultan of Yogyakarta to the King, rather than to 
the gouverneur-generaal. After the kris the second object on the list is the belt: “a velvet carry strap, 
belonging to the ceremonial garments of the Sultan, plate and buckles also decorated with jewels.”46 
The items on the list were subsequently sent off to the chairman of the Netherlands Main Committee 
for the Centennial Exhibition but on receipt it turned out that one of the diamonds on the plate or 
buckles of the belt was missing, as the chairman informed Van de Kasteele in a letter.47 The belt and 
ceremonial kris, alongside other weapons, were exhibited in Philadelphia from May until the end of 
November 1876.48 After the exhibition David van der Kellen, Jr. (1827-1895), shortly before 
appointed as acting director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, reported that all items 
had come back from the exhibition in good condition and without any damage.49 In the meantime a 
catalogue of the Dutch section at the Centennial Exhibition had been issued. The list of weapons 
from the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden it contains is based on Van de Kasteele’s list and the 
descriptions are therefore identical, although the description of the belt has the added information 
that the plate and buckles are made of gold.50 
 
At the time the belt and ceremonial kris were returned to the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden 
Van der Kellen, Jr. was engaged in drawing up an inventory of the collection. This turned out to be a 
tricky job for the acting director because Van de Kasteele had left the collection in a neglected state.  

  

                                                 
43 NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 915: Documents concerning the ending of loans of art and other objects granted to private individuals and 
institutions, 1816-1876, list of descriptions of objects in the collection of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, undated [c. 29 January 
1876], https://hdl.handle.net/21.12102/A44089BFD40B4DCD848395D6C9B93727 (images 84-86), consulted on 28 October 2020; NL-
HaNA, archive access 2.04.13: Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken: Afdeling Kunsten en Wetenschappen (1875-1918), inv.no. 1952: 
Documents concerning the separation of the collection of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, etc., 1876-1887, letter from the 
director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden to the minister van Binnenlandse Zaken, 29 January 1876. 
44 NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 915, letter from the minister van Binnenlandse Zaken to the director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van 
Zeldzaamheden, 26 January 1876, https://hdl.handle.net/21.12102/A44089BFD40B4DCD848395D6C9B93727 (image 79), consulted on 28 
October 2020; Lieske Tibbe, ‘Holland op z’n mooist in Amerika, de Wereldtentoonstelling van 1876 in Philadelphia’, De Negentiende Eeuw 
40:4 (2016), 334-350, ibid. 335-336; http://www.biografischportaal.nl/persoon/33434582, consulted on 8 February 2021. 
45 “Een gouden krits, met juweelen versierd gevest, het lemmet met gouden ornamenten, de scheede met figuren gegraveerd.” See: NL-
HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 915, list of descriptions of objects in the collection of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, undated [c. 29 
January 1876], https://hdl.handle.net/21.12102/A44089BFD40B4DCD848395D6C9B93727 (image 84), consulted on 29 October 2020. 
46 "Een fluweele draagband, behoorende tot het plegtgewaad van diens Sultan, eveneens met juweelen versierde plaat en gespen.” See: 
NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 915, list of descriptions of objects in the collection of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, undated [c. 29 
January 1876], https://hdl.handle.net/21.12102/A44089BFD40B4DCD848395D6C9B93727 (image 84), consulted on 29 October 2020. 
47 Ibid., letter from the chairman of the Netherlands Main Committee to the director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden, 8 
February 1876, https://hdl.handle.net/21.12102/A44089BFD40B4DCD848395D6C9B93727 (image 89), consulted on 29 October 2020. 
48 “Verslag aan Zijne excellentie den Minister van Binnenlandsche Zaken over de Nederlandsche Afdeeling op de Internationale 
Tentoonstelling gehouden te Philadelphia, van 10 mei tot 10 november 1876, uitgebracht door de Nederlandsche Hoofdcommissie, 
gevolgd door de Officieele Lijst der Bekroonde Nederlandsche Inzenders” (Haarlem 1877), http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:1046255, 
consulted on 29 October 2020. 
49 NL-HaNA, 2.04.13, inv.no. 1957: Documents concerning loans and surrender of objects from the Kabinet, 1875-1879, letter from the 
acting director of the Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden to the minister van Binnenlandse Zaken, 29 January 1877; Effert, Volkenkundig 
Verzamelen, 212-213; https://rkd.nl/nl/explore/artists/43780, consulted on 8 February 2021. 
50 "Afdeeling Nederland der Internationale Tentoonstelling van Voortbrengselen van Kunst en Nijverheid en van de Producten van den 
Landbouw enz. te Philadelphia. 1876. Officieele Catalogus, Uitgegeven op Last van de Hoofdcommissie” (Amsterdam 1876) 157-158, 
http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:1047415, consulted on 29 October 2020. 
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For example, no object numbering was in place and many archive documents had been lost. In 
performing his work Van der Kellen, Jr. therefore used the documents he was able to find, such as 
letters and lists with descriptions of items. He copied over the information from these sources and 
then sought to match objects in the collection with the descriptions.51 
 
The research found that Van der Kellen, Jr. must have done the same with the objects that he listed 
after the numbers 1475 up to and including 1482 in his inventory because the details match the 
descriptions given by Nahuys van Burgst in his note of 4 November 1819.52 This means that Van der 
Kellen, Jr. also copied over from the note the descriptions of the other garments which did not end 
up in the Netherlands, because Van der Capellen never received these from Nahuys van Burgst 
(numbers 1476 up to and including 1480 and 1482). For the headwear, the belt, and the ceremonial 
kris which he lists after the numbers 1475, 1481, and 1481a, respectively, the acting director has 
provided additional information which is not included in the note. For example, it is noted by the 
headwear that “one of the little chains” is missing, by which he presumably means the cords that the 
wearer can use to tie the hat under their chin.53 By the belt Van der Kellen, Jr. notes: “two buckles, 
an overlay and trimming on the end. All in gold with small diamonds,” a reference to the decorated 
parts of the belt.54 The acting director is most expansive about the ceremonial kris, because the note 
does not comment on the object characteristics of the weapon. According to Van der Kellen, Jr. it is a 
specimen “with a flaming blade inlaid with gold” and a “wooden hilt decorated with diamonds,” 
along with a gold sheath.55 He concludes by noting that several diamonds are missing from both the 
belt and the ceremonial kris. All these additions are written in the same hand as the other details 
which have been copied over from the note, but the handwriting is smaller and the notes are a 
slightly different colour. This suggests that Van der Kellen, Jr. first copied the relevant passages from 
the note and added to the information at a later stage, possibly after the belt and ceremonial kris 
came back from Philadelphia. 
 
Van der Kellen, Jr. completed his inventory of the collection in 1879.56 Four years later the Koninklijk 
Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden was dissolved and the ethnographic part of the collection became part 
of the collection of Museum Volkenkunde,57 where the objects were registered under serial number 
360. The inventory numbering assigned by Van der Kellen, Jr. was maintained. The numbers 1476 to 
1480 inclusive and 1482 were also maintained, despite no objects being linked to these. That means 
that RV-360-1476 up to and including RV-360-1480 and RV-360-1482 describe items which have 
never been in the collection of Museum Volkenkunde or the Koninklijk Kabinet van 
Zeldzaamheden.58 

                                                 
51 Effert, Volkenkundig Verzamelen, 62, 213-214 and 216. 
52 NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 874: inventory of art and other objects. Primarily comprising the Royer and Cock Blomhoff collections, 1876-
1877, pp. 171-174, http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198139&miview=inv2 (images 
91-92), consulted on 29 October 2020. 
53 “Een der kettingjes.” See: NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 874, pp. 171-172, http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198139&miview=inv2 (image 
91), consulted on 29 October 2020. 
54 "2 gespen, een belegstuk en omboordsel aan het einde. Alles goud met diamantjes.” See: NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 874, pp. 173-174, 
http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198139&miview=inv2 (image 
92), consulted on 29 October 2020. 
55 “Met vlammend lemmet met goud ingelegd;” “houten gevest met diamanten versierd.” See: NL-HlmNHA, 476, inv.no. 874, pp. 173-174, 
http://noord-
hollandsarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mivast=236&mizig=210&miadt=236&miaet=1&micode=476&minr=2198139&miview=inv2 (image 
92), consulted on 29 October 2020. 
56 Effert, Volkenkundig Verzamelen, 216. 
57 Ibid., 217-228. 
58 TMS, object records RV-360-1476 up to and including RV-360-1480 and RV-360-1482. 
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The final question is whether Van der Kellen, Jr. linked the correct objects to the numbers 1475, 
1481, and 1481a when compiling his inventory. In other words: do these numbers indeed describe 
the headwear, belt, and ceremonial kris that were included in the collection of the Koninklijk Kabinet 
van Zeldzaamheden in 1821. This cannot be established with regard to number 1481a because Van 
der Kellen, Jr. derives the object characteristics cited above from his own findings and thus not from 
the note from Nahuys van Burgst as is the case for the numbers 1475 and 1481. The question above 
can therefore only be answered for the numbers 1475 and 1481. To this end series 360 in TMS was 
searched for items from Insular Southeast Asia whose object characteristics match the descriptions 
of the two numbers in the inventory. The search looked at objects that currently belong to the 
collection of Museum Volkenkunde as well as at virtual objects –- items that are not present for a 
variety of reasons but whose object records in TMS do contain scans of old inventory cards. In the 
course of this check no other headwear and belts were found that match the descriptions of 1475 
and 1481 in the inventory. It is therefore not possible that Van der Kellen, Jr. assigned the wrong 
items to the two numbers. For number 1481a this could theoretically be possible but this is unlikely 
given that the ceremonial kris goes with the belt, that the objects were returned from Philadelphia 
together and that Van der Kellen, Jr. subsequently correctly assigned the belt to number 1481. 
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