
Research Summit on Collation of Ancient and Medieval Texts 
COST Action IS1005 'Medioevo Europeo' 
Münster (Germany), 3 & 4 October 2014 
 
Comparison and collation are part of the primitives of textual scholarship—as John Unsworth 
has dubbed the generic and basic tasks of this field. They are tedious, error prone, and subject 
to unwitting bias, and the quest for formalized ways of guiding these tasks is as old, if not older, 
than philology itself. The last thirty years have seen the adoption of several digital approaches 
to textual collation, from heuristics-supported Collate to fully algorithmic Juxta. What is the 
current state of the art of digital collation? How do we apply it to manuscript texts? Does 
CollateX turn collation into a solved problem? What are the prospects for multilingual collation? 
It is these kind of questions that underlie a research summit on collation to be held in Münster 
on 3 and 4 October 2014. 
 
The COST Action IS1005 'Medioevo Europeo' (http://www.medioevoeuropeo.org/) has kindly 
offered funding to organize this focused research summit on (digital) collation for ancient, 
medieval manuscript, and early print texts. This summit is kindly hosted by the Institute für 
Neutestamentliche Textforschung (INTF) of the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität in Münster 
(http://egora.uni-muenster.de/intf/index_en.shtml), representing a wealth of knowledge and 
experience on the collation of witnesses for the Greek New Testament. 
 
 
VENUE 
Evangelisch-Theologische Fakultät 
Universitätsstraße 13-17, Room 102 
(The building has a substantial main entrance that cannot be missed.) 
 
IMPORTANT: Due to a bank holiday in Germany the reception of the venue will not be staffed. 
Participants are requested to make sure they assemble at the venue between 10.00 and 10.15 
to ensure smooth entry. In case of arriving late participants should either contact Dr. Klaus 
Wachtel (+49 151 546 103 26) or Drs. Joris J. van Zundert (+31 624 461 051). 
 
 
PROGRAM 
Day 1, Friday 3 October 2014 

10.00-10.15 
Joris van Zundert (Huygens Institute for the History of the Netherlands) & 
Klaus Wachtel (INTF) 
Welcome & Introduction 

10.15-10.45  
Caroline Macé (Universität Frankfurt) 
"Collations vs Transcriptions—advantages and shortcomings. And what we want to do with 
collations" 



10.45-11.30  
Peter Robinson (University of Saskatchewan Saskatoon) 
"Misconceptions of Scholarly Collation in Digital Collation" 

11.30-12.15  
David Parker (ITSEE) & Klaus Wachtel (INTF) 
"The Greek New Testament Project: Collation and Apparatus Construction" 

12.15-13.00 
Barbara Bordalejo (KU Leuven)  
"Praxis of Collation: The Canterbury Tales Project" 

13.00-14.00  
Break: All participants are kindly requested to assume responsibility for their own lunch 

14.00-15.00 
All Participants 
2 minutes lightning talks by participants 

15.00-15.30   
Ronald Dekker (Huygens Institute for the History of the Netherlands) 
"Digital Collation: Model and Theory" 

15.30-16.00 
Break 

16.00-17.30 
Hands On: Working with CollateX 
(Instructors: Gregor Middell, Ronald Dekker, Tara Andrews, Leif-Jöran Olsson) 

19:00 
Joint dinner  
(Dinner is optional and 'pay your own') 
 
 
Day 2, Saturday 4 October 2014 

10.00-13.00  
Clinic I: Projects by Participants 

● Troy A. Griffitts (University of Birmingham) 
"The INTF Integrated Scholarly Workbench" 

● Alison T. Walker (Center for Digital Humanities, Saint Louis University) 
"Tradamus and Editing the Middle English «God That All This World Gan Make»”  

● Leif-Jöran Olsson (Göteborgs universitet) 
"Integrating eXist-db and CollateX" 

● Bruno Bureau & Christian Nicolas (Université Jean Moulin-Lyon 3) 
"The Hyperdonat Project & Donatus' Commentary" 



● Godfried Croenen (University of Liverpool) 
"Collation of a large Middle French textual tradition: Jean Froissart’s Chronicles"  

● Michael Stolz (Universität Bern, Institut für Germanisitik) 
"The Parzival Projekt"  

● David J. Birnbaum (University of Pittsburgh) & Minas Abovyan (Independent researcher) 
"Enhancing CollateX for the Rus′ Primary Chronicle" 

13.00-14.00  
Break: All participants are kindly requested to assume responsibility for their own lunch 

14.00-15.30 
Clinic II: Parallel Clinic Session 

● Session I: Concepts and Practice of Collation 
(Instructors: Gregor Middell, Tara Andrews) 
This hands on session looks at the preparation, pre-processing, and collation of scholarly 
materials. It takes an in depth look at some of the materials presented at the summit by 
participants. It also discusses the various theoretical implications and potential of current 
automatic collation solutions 

● Session II: Integrating CollateX in Workflows 
(Instructors: Ronald Dekker, Leif-Jöran Olsson) 
This technical hands on session looks at how various workflows presented during the 
lightning talks and other presentations might benefit from integrating CollateX, and how 
further development of CollateX may benefit from lessons learned in the various projects. 

15.30-16.00 
Break 

16.00-16.45   
Problems of Collation & the Next Steps for CollateX – Explorative and concluding session on 
current and future needs of digital support for scholarly collation 

16.45-17.00 
Closing remarks & Goodbyes 
 
 
PREPARATION 
We ask all participants who are also attending day 2 of the summit to prepare a very short talk 
of 2 minutes on the project they are working on involving collation. These lightning talks will 
enable knowledge exchange between all participants, but they will also aid in accommodating 
the parallel sessions of the second day more precisely to the needs of the participants. 
 
For day 1 we ask all participants to bring digital source materials to work on, ideally digital 
textual materials from real life projects. Those who want to check on beforehand if their 
materials are properly prepared, may send (samples of) their material to Ronald Dekker 
(ronald.dekker@huygens.knaw.nl) for a precursory check.  



 
Also for day 1 participants should have Python (version 2.7) installed on their laptops to be able 
to participate in the hands on session. For more information on how to install CollateX python 
see: https://pypi.python.org/pypi/collatex 
 
 
MORE INFORMATION 
Any inquiries about this research summit may be directed to 
joris.van.zundert@huygens.knaw.nl 
 
-- 


