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Luffers Katalog kann man ohne Übertreibung für eine bedeutende, sogar
bahnbrechende Arbeit auf dem Gebiet der tschechischen Folkloristik halten. Nicht
nur, dass hier den anfänglichen Bemühungen einiger tschechischer Volkskundler
die geschuldete Ehre erwiesen wird, die bezüglich der Bevorzugung anderer
Themen zu ihrer Zeit keine Unterstützung für die eigene Institutseinrichtung erhielten, sondern er wird auch weiteren Forschern für lange Zeit den Weg bahnen.

Holger Meyer, Christoph Schmitt, Stephanie Janssen, Alf-Christian Schering
(Hg.): Corpora ethnographica online. Strategien der Digitalisierung kultureller
Archive und ihrer Präsentation im Internet. Münster/New York: Waxmann, 2014.
319 S.
Reviewed by Prof. Dr. Nicoline van der Sijs: senior researcher at the Meertens Institute, Amsterdam, and professor of historical linguistics of Dutch in the digital world at the Radboud University,
Nijmegen, E-Mail: post@nicolinevdsijs.nl
DOI 10.1515/fabula-2016-0048

The volume Corpora ethnographica online. Strategien der Digitalisierung kultureller
Archive und ihrer Präsentation im Internet results from an international conference,
held at Rostock University from September 26 to 28, 2012, and organized within the
project ‘WossiDiA – Wossidlo Digital Archiveʼ (named after the German ethnographer Richard Wossidlo). The goal of the conference was to exchange expertise
on digital public access to documents in archives and objects in museums, which
are often still hidden away in depots, and to promote a discussion on best practices.
The richly illustrated articles, written in German and English, are divided into
five sections. In the first section the digitization of six large ethnographic archives
or collections is described. These collections were in the past gathered by pioneering field researchers in Germany, Australia, Estonia and Slovenia. The problems discussed are diverse, and the chosen solutions can be very instructive for
similar projects. I shall give a short description of the content of the articles of this
section, as these can serve as exemplary for the whole volume.
Jutta Weber describes how a collection of personal letters – in this case those of
the German ethnographer Alexander von Humboldt – can be digitized and opened
up by metadata, in order to establish the correspondence network of the writer.
Philip Batty and Jason Gibson give an impressive demonstration of how to digitally
reconstruct a collection of textual, audio-visual and linguistically diverse data that
is dispersed throughout the world. The case in hand is the ethnographic field
collection that the two eminent Australian anthropologists W. B. Spencer and F. J.
Gillen gathered among Aboriginal groups in Central Australia. Risto Järv and Mari
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Sarv report on the practical problems they encountered while bringing together
old handwritten card files and new digital-born registers into one archival information system, the Estonian Folklore Archives (EFA). Very instructive is their list
of “several severe shortages to overcome in order to fulfil the international standards”, which concern a.o. back-up procedures, access restrictions, competence
and open access (58–59).
Holger Meyer, Alf-Christian Schering and Christoph Schmitt describe the three
IT challenges that the Digital Wossidlo Archive faced: (1) design and implementation of a rich digital representation of the vast amount of highly interlinked
structural and descriptive metadata and archive data, including appropriate query
processing techniques; (2) managing the digitization workflow, especially semiautomatic describing of digital contents; and (3) interoperability of the emerging
information system within the domain of digital archives and libraries.
Manfred Seifert and Hendrik Keller show how they converted the hand- or typewritten collection of the German ethnologist Adolf Spamer into databases. Finally, Barbara Sosič describes the digitization of the Slovenian material collected
by post-war ethnologist Boris Orel and his field research teams, and the value of
this material for the present users.
The second section is dedicated to special online archives in the field of folkloreand folksong research, namely the Dutch Folktale Database (Theo Meder), Georgian folk poetry and fairy tales (Elguja Dadunashvili), Jewish proverbs (Lital Belinko and Pavel Kats), the German Folksong Archive in Freiburg (Gangolf-Torsten
Dachnowsky), and the Songbook of Rostock (Franz-Josef Holznagel, Annika Bostelmann and Andreas Finger). These contributions show how databases with
songs and stories can be converted to useful research instruments by adding intelligent search interfaces, analysis tools and automatic visualizations.
The third section deals with digitizing projects in the field of museums: the
ethnographic collection of the state musea of Berlin (Irene Ziehe), the collection of
folklife-objects from Richard Wossidlo (Volker Janke), and digiCULT, an interdisciplinary project to acquire and publish selected stock of museums in the federal state Schleswig-Holstein (Frauke Rehder).
The fourth section centers on the development of specialized archival or library
portals: the project ‘Cabinets of Knowledgeʼ (Michael Willenbücher), the Special
Collection of Ethnology at the Humboldt University Berlin (Matthias Harbeck), the
Commission for Ethnology and Folklore in Westphalia (Christiane Cantauw and
Jutta Nunes Matias), the state portal Cultural Heritage of Lower Saxony (Frank
Dührkohp), the Digital Project of the National Library of Latvia (Ginta Zalcmane),
DiFMOE: das Portal historischer deutschsprachiger Periodika in Mittel- und Osteuropa (Fabian Kopp), and the German Digital Library (Christina Wolf).
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The last section provides an article on sustainability by Martin Luchterhandt
(State Archive of Berlin), followed by a short introduction on national filming
strategies by the German Federal Office for Civil Protection and Disaster Assistance
(BBK) under the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict.
According to the editors digitally accessible corpora of archives and museums
are still in their infancy, in comparison to the online access of scientific libraries.
With this volume they hope to remedy or in any case improve this situation. They
rightfully point out that it is essential to use uniform data formats. This is quite a
challenge since the content of ethnographic corpora is diverse, ranging from
printed matter, manuscripts, sound recordings, photos and movies to objects or
artefacts. They propagate open access wherever possible. Finally, they conclude
that a real dialogue between computer science and humanities is a prerequisite for
success which can only be achieved collaboratively.
My assessment of this volume is very positive: the articles provide a wide range
of topics, from developing digital fieldwork archives and digital editions of letters
to the digitization and linkage of museum objects with archive records and library
catalogues. The question of how to adapt the online corpora for scientific research
is given ample attention. It is refreshing, that the technical and practical problems
encountered in the various projects are explicitly mentioned, thus helping others
to find the right solutions. I highly recommend this varied and rich volume to every
professional in the field.
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This highly readable volume draws upon many accounts by European colonials
(especially, in British India and Malaya, but Dutch sources also contributed)
concerning man-eating tigers from India, China, and the Malay world. Whereas
some tigers avoid humans, some others are emboldened by experience to prey
upon humans, but as they are wary, they may “abandon a kill at the slightest
disturbance, never to return” (7), and therefore tend to kill much more often than
had they been sated. “People are easy pickings, but why a tiger becomes a maneater in the first place has long been a matter of much debate” (20): hypotheses
included tigers eating corpses during a famine, then acquiring a taste; or tigers
incapacitated to chase fast-running prey, thus turning on humans; and increased

